TOWN OPEN MEETING 
Tuesday 17th March 2009
The meeting was held in the Assembly Room of the Town Hall, chaired by Major Hallidie.  Suffolk County Council was represented by Clr Guy McGregor, Mr Peter Grimm and Mr Andy Johnson.  Approximately 80 residents of Sudbury attended.  It began at 7:30 pm.

Major Hallidie opened the meeting, welcoming all those present.  He then outlined the form the meeting would take and stressed that the subject of the Bypass would not be discussed.  
The Suffolk County Council Presentation was given by Mr Andy Johnson.  Details are to be found on a separate page
.
Following this, Major Hallidie summarised the major suggestions of the 20 he had received from members of the public:

1. Reintroduce a one way system up Cross Street – suggested by 5 people

2. Move the HGV park – supported by 5 people, opposed by 1

3. Redesign Belle Vue roundabout – suggested by 4 people

4. Improve the Great Eastern Road/Station Road junction – suggested by 2 people

5. Provide proper and continuous cycle routes and parking – suggested by 2 people.

The meeting was then thrown open to the public and the following contributions were made:
Mr Ron Brewer suggested that:

· Girling Street should be made two way up to the Melford Road

· Market Hill made more pedestrian friendly

· Improvements must be made to the Great Eastern Road/Station Road junction
· He pointed out that it would be quite possible to open an access road from the Cornard road into Roys Car Park, which would help some of the congestion at the junction just mentioned.

Mr Ian Berry supported the idea of the access road mentioned by Mr Brewer.  He also felt that the HGV park could be moved to the Delphi Car park, where he felt there was a lot of room.

Another speaker asked why the police were preventing disabled parking on the North side of Market Hill.

Attention was now drawn to East Street.  It was felt that Heavy lorries should be prevented from using this street, where parked cars were frequently being damaged by them.

Another speaker pointed out that the effect of the build-out in Cross Street was to encourage speeding as cars dashed for the gap before it closed.
Mr Stephen Thorpe pointed out that the logical road to approach Sudbury was the A134 and every effort should be made to move heavy vehicles from the A131 to this.

In a discussion on the feasibility of a making Cross Street one way, a draw back was the two very tight corners in Church Street and the difficulty very large vehicles will have turning into Cross Street at the end.

Mr Nigel Bennett reinforced this problem of a one way system.  He said the problem is to reduce the throughput of heavy goods vehicle, but how was this to be done?

Mr Ian Liddell stated there was a need for a greater diversity of routes.  He strongly recommended the imposition of a 20 mph speed limit throughout the conservation area.  In Cross Street he recommended the removal of the build out, to be replaced by sophisticated traffic signals.

Mr Jack Owen recommended more study on a one way system, but conceded that the corners in Church Street would be a problem.  He also said there should be a review of all signing.
Finally Mr Grimm emphasized the need for a proper HGV park.
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