PLANNING COMMENTS
SUBMITTED 28 JULY 2009

B/09/00940/RES  Housing development  Armes Trading Estate Cornard Road

We are pleased to see that the development extends the residential frontage to Cornard Road, is compact in its layout and retains the wildlife area to the rear of the site.
However we do have serious concerns about architectural quality and traffic.

The variety of external materials and finishes is excessive and out of character with Sudbury’s rich built heritage, in particular the rendered rustication to the base storey and the banding effect of using different bricks on successive floors.

The designs generally lack character in form and detailing. We suggest that the designers should look more closely at the town’s buildings for some guidance and inspiration.

 We would suggest as examples –

The Georgian terraces in Friars Street for restraint in use of materials combined with sensitive detail; the buildings by local firm Grimwoods  in the early part of the last century such as Garden Place in Croft Road for design and detailing of character; and more recently Elizabeth Court off East Street by Babergh’s own architects.

It is good to see projected tree planting – it would be even better if those on the approach road at least were semi mature and planted early on, and also selected to cope with larger service vehicles.

While we are relieved not to see another roundabout traffic levels are already high and will be exacerbated by another 121 householders notwithstanding the closeness of the town centre. Travel on foot should be encouraged. We would like to see a proper light controlled crossing, probably at the present informal crossing point just before Doe’s which would also serve to break up traffic flow. There is no pavement of course alongside Belle Vue Park. An improvement to the existing route from this crossing  to the railway station would encourage foot traffic and this might be financed out of the Section 106 monies.
The traffic generated by this development will put more pressure on the Belle Vue intersection and unless this is reorganised will increase the flow through Market Hill and around the one way system.

